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SOM BAPA SATHE KUTCH MEIN MAJJA! - Panchmi Darshan Shah

Som Bapa, (Sri. Somchand Dharamsey), is
my father's (Dr. Kirit Laxmichand Dharmsey's)
elder cousin. He has been writing many articles on
KUCHCHH in Prakash Samiksha, which | have
been reading with great interest and which
created a desire in me to visit Kuchchh. So, during
the Diwali vacation, | decided to visit our homeland
with my family and see Kuchchh through his
eyes...

We were surprised, bewildered and at times
AWESTRUCK by the beauty of KUCHCHH!

Great roads and green environs greeted us
with open arms! We started our trip at Bhuj where
the Hamrisahr lake offered a surprise - it was
hosting incredibly beautiful MIGRATORY birds-
PELICANS, SPOONBILLS, STILT DUCKS, etc.
They were all over the lake as if in a community
gathering! It seemed like a bird festival! In rainy
season, the lake overflows and looks even more
beautiful. There are CHATARDDIS of the royalty
near the lake which add to its beauty. At Bhuj we
also visited the Kuchh Sanskriti museum,
Swaminarayan temple and Heera-laxmi Craft
Park. We felt very proud of our rich past and our
Kuchchhi culture and traditions.

We visited nearby Mandyvi-the spectacular,
virgin beach and the grand Vijay Vilas Palace of
the Kuchchh royalty. We were in awe of our
Architectural Heritage and couldn't help but
admire the wonderful view that the castle
commands! We also visited the sprawling
Vipassana Centre at Wada that attracts people
like a flower to the bees! In a life full of haste and
stress, it promises the calm that your heart has
been searching for. Its green, serene ambience
beckons you to stay on... and discover your true
self...

Another divine place endowed with natural
beauty was Narayan Sarovar near Koteshwar
where we had halted for the night. We reached the
place before sunset and were treated to a
breathtaking sight-golden rays of the sun played
upon the cool waters while the Narayan temple
bells rang music in our ears, as the birds flew about
in the colourful sky... It was picturesque...

Out next night halt was at a unique place-an
oasis in an arid region in Banni-at Fulay. It was a
virgin place in a remote corner of Banni and we
were far from human habitation. It seemed that we
were on another planet altogether! We lost
ourselves in the universe gazing at innumerable
bright stars with only sounds of cricket (insects) for
company! We stayed at a Bhunga-styled gujarat
govt. guest house with hospitable caretakers. We
rose early the next day and ventured into vast

grasslands filled with thousands of COMMON
CRANES finally reaching a huge lake dotted with
FLAMINGOES, PELICANS, GREY HERONS,
STILT DUCKS, EGRETS, etc. It was a sight to
behold! We could see the birds in their natural
habitat-the birds being blissfully unaware of our
presence!

With Som bapa, we visited another unique
place-there was a sea of whiteness all around-till
the eyes met the horizon! It was the white speck
on India's map-We were in the midst of a GLOBAL
WONDER! The WHITE RANN of KUCHCHH! |
could not believe my eyes-vast land of shining
silver lay ahead of me-gypsum salt layer left behind
by the sea-water. It gave us a lot of peace to be
there-just the RANN and US! How did White Rann
of Kutch developed? On 16th June 1819 a great
earthquake took place and one of line of River
Sindhu which used to flow near Lakhpat-Kori Creek
and to Arabian Sea was diverted to Sindh in Today's
Pakistan. The sea water started entering and from
kori creek and deposited water which after
evaporation developed in to ipsam salt, which
formed the White Rann of Kutch.

Lakhpat Fort was re-built in the time of
Jamadar Fate Mohmad around 1790. Lakhpat fort
has Krishna & Ram Temple, A Gurudwara, and
Gosh Mohd. No Kubo. Ghodh Mohd. was a great
Muslim Fakir. We also saw the tent city and the
ongoing preparations for the upcoming and much-
hyped RANOTSAV! Staying at the Rann Resort
near the White Rann was an experience in itself,
‘Lipan‘'-decorated mud 'Bhungas' exuded a rustic
charm. Folk artists enthralled us with their
mesmerising performance-"Maro Helo Sambhdo
Ji..."

We went to the 'Karo Dungar', which is
famous for, among other reasons, the 'Jackals' that
come to eat the 'Prasad' when the Pujari of the Datta
mandir calls them with a ‘Long, long, long' call,
banging a big plate with a stick. We witnessed this
sight after the evening Aarti and were surprised at
the fact that a human moved fearlessly among wild
Jackals who ate not the human but the divine
Prasad!

Our visit to 'Dholaveera’, the pre-historic
harappan site; was really worthwhile. The site is
world-famous for its Water-Management
system. The system is so well designed that it can
put our present 21st Century defunct systems to
shame! The site also boasts of the world's First
Signboard! The museum there showcases the
tools, jewelry, pottery, etc. used by the pre-historic
people. How ancient is the history of Kuchchh and
hos proud were we to see the site that housed one
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of the earliest human civilisations on earth! The
road connecting Dholaveera to the mainland
passes through the White Rann and we were lucky
to spot some Neelgai there.

The Fossil Park, owned by Mr. Sodha gave
us a deeper insight into the rich, ancient BIO-
DIVERSITY of Kuchchh. There were fossils as old
as 193 million years that were found in the
Kuchchh soil! Each fossilized creature had its own
story to telll The amazing fact is the one creature,
the 'Sea-Cow', is unique in the world, to Mr.
Sodha's collection! My son, Sarthak, had this
startling, exciting information to share with his
friends back in Mumbai!

We visited a place called Ahimsadham in
Mundra and were surprised to see an ICU for
animals there! It is a big complex that houses and
treats wounded or sick animals, mostly cattle.
Several operations are performed by competent
vets. The centre exhibits pictures on cruelty to which
animals are subjected for non-vegetarian food or
use in other products. Some of the pictures were
heart-wrenching! We felt lucky to be born into the
Jain religion which has the fundamental principle
of non-violence!

We visited several otehr places in Kuchchh
including the Abdasa Temples. The temple of
'Daun' has exquisite mirror-work inside while the
'Dedhiya' Temple has a 'Samet Shikhar replica’
with all the 'Deris' and their respective 'Lords'. The
Bhadreshwar temple is equally magnificent and
we had an added reason to visit it since our family
goddess 'Ashapura Aai's temple is located close
by. The visited Suthari, Kothara, Wanki and other
temples too.

Our Kuchchh trip was really wonderful and
one of the best ones we have had! Kuchchh bared
to us its finest treasures-culture, nature, bio-
diversity, history and humanity. All thanks to Som
Bapa! We are proud of our roots and that
Kuchchh is our homeland! so thinks my son too,
our future generation!
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| DESTINY

Destiny is not a matter of chance, but of
choice. Not something to wish for, but to attain.
Sow a thought and you reap an act;

Sow an act and you reap a habit;
Sow a habit and you reap a character;
Sow a character and you reap a destiny.

Many a times we say that... This is my des-
tiny and now no one can change it'... Oh this is
written in my fate'. (Destiny is derived from a Latin word
which means "that which has been said by god"). But to this
| partially disagree.

It is we who have control over what happens

to usin the future. There is no destiny or fate. There
is nothing that will happen for sure. We determine
our future from what we do now. We make our own
future from our own actions, and nothing or no one
else is responsible.
For example : When we say Saina Nehwal was
destined to become an ace shuttler we do not mean
to say that it was god who made it possible for her
but, it was her own sheer hard work, determina-
tion, discipline and the belief in her own self that
has made her what she is today.

It is not the work of God or fate that she has
succeeded, had she not trained; she would not have
this success. She made her own fate.

"So many things shape our lives, our choices,
our decisions, but in the end it is we who make our
own destiny."

- Naitik Lapsiya Age 13 (Pune) - 02026832672

Last Day of CA Articleship! |

It was a journey memorable..

Where I learnt lessons innumerable..

Made many new friends..

Who helped me distress...

There were laugh, there were tears

But these were the most challenging years
It has helped me grow as a person...
Though even friends were a reason...

Here I made the best of friends...

Different age groups, even different friends...
Made many mistakes...

through which lessons I take...

There was so much to learn from the seniors...
And more to pass on to the juniors...
College life I hardly had

But conference days made up for that

All the partners different & unique...

Each manager had something new to teach...
I will miss this all & so much more...

I had times both sweet & sour

Memories memories they will remain with me
New beginning from now it will be
Thankyou all for all the love & support

Glad 1 met you all in time so short
- Mitali P. Dharmshi (Bangalore)
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Heartiest Congratulations!l!!

¢

Karishma Nitin Mota (Naliya-Cochin)
(Birth : Date: 19-05-1988, Time: 10:40 A.M., Place: Andheri, Mumbai)
B.Sc. (Bio-Chemistry) Topper (GRD College, Coimbatore)
MBA (Human Resource) Silver Medalists (Institute of Management, Nirma University, Ahmedabad)
Presently working as Senior Lead Associate- Talent Acquisition at Infosys, Bangalore
Our warmest wishes to you for a bright and successful future...

s Heart-felt Blessingsws=
Dadana: Asha Manikant Padamshi Mota (09847553105)
Nanana: Laxmi Ratilal Padamsey Lalka (Lala- Andheri)

Parents: Shilpa Nitin Mota (09847102531)
Fui-Fua: Mona Ashwin Dand (Wadala) (022-24120603)
Roopa Rajesh Lodaya (Jamnagar) (0288-2559436)
Sister: Shreya Nitin Mota
Brother: Aakash Nitin Mota
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